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shrewd sense, gay manners and pleasant appearance
who, although living apart from her husband, shared
with him the responsibility of their only daughter.
To this daughter, reputedly heiress to a considerable
property, Colonel Bulwer (as he then was) made his
proposals, which she after a few months of resistance
accepted. There mu& surely have been a pra&ical as
well as a sentimental reason for the Colonel's rather
unexpe&ed venture into matrimony. It was not, as has
been seen, desire for territorial aggrandisement. The
Colonel wanted money, not land. Is it not probable
that he expefted cash with his wife, only to find after
marriage that the wealth immediately at her disposal
was meagre enough, and that even her prospers of
ready money would remain prospers until after her
father's death ? At present this father was not only
alive but of a spendthrift habit beyond the ordinary.
What if he were to squander all the realisable assets
before his death ? Or what service then to Heydon
would be the rich expe&ations of Miss Warburton
Lytton ?

Ill

The family of Lytton, if not so unchallengeably
ancient as that of Bulwer, was of considerable antiquity
and of a more persi&ent spiritual di&in&ion. The
Lyttons, indeed, had a tradition of culture and intel-
leftual quality which survived more than one a&ual
break in blood descent, clung to the very name of
Lytton, and was even at times grafted by marriage on
to other families. Thus the grandfather of the girl
to whom William Earle Bulwer had suddenly pro-
posed had been born " Warburton," but had acquired
a second name and a large fortune by marriage with a
Miss Lytton from Hertfordshire, whose own family
name had originally been Robinson- There was
therefore in this union no genuine Lytton blood; but